Digital Kenyon: Research, Scholarship, and Creative Exchange
The Kenyon Collegian

Archives

11-5-2015

Kenyon Collegian - November 5, 2015

Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.kenyon.edu/collegian
Recommended Citation
"Kenyon Collegian - November 5, 2015" (2015). The Kenyon Collegian. 2391.
https://digital.kenyon.edu/collegian/2391

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Archives at Digital Kenyon: Research, Scholarship, and Creative Exchange. It has been
accepted for inclusion in The Kenyon Collegian by an authorized administrator of Digital Kenyon: Research, Scholarship, and Creative Exchange. For
more information, please contact noltj@kenyon.edu.

Serving Kenyon College and Gambier, Ohio Since 1856

The Collegian

11.05.2015
VOLUME CXLIII
NO. 10
12 pages

Kimmell elected
mayor; Issue 3
goes up in smoke
MAYA KAUFMAN | NEWS EDITOR

KRISTEN HUFFMAN | COLLEGIAN

Liam Leonard-Solis ’16, left, is one of Peirce’s new student workers, joining AVI’s roughly 100 full- and part-time employees.

Dinner is served — by students
ALEX PIJANOWSKI | NEWS EDITOR

V

isitors to Peirce Hall may soon see students on the other side of the serving station.
Food service provider AVI hired Liam Leonard-Solis ’16 in October, and Maggie Doyle ’18 in November, to work parttime at the dining hall, joining AVI’s about 100 full- and part-time employees. Though this is not the first time students
have worked at Peirce Hall, it is the first time they have worked at Peirce since AVI began managing Kenyon’s food service in 2006.
AVI is hoping the student workers’ help will reduce wait times, an issue that has become troublesome in recent months due to
AVI’s struggles to retain staff, coupled with a large first-year class on campus.
“We’re trying to improve the service,” Kim Novak, resident director of AVI Foodsystems for Kenyon, said. “Our goal is definitely
to have great food and serve it in a timely manner, and to have plenty of it.”
Since assuming control of operations at Peirce, AVI had not attempted to hire Kenyon students because they had no compelling
need for them, according to Novak. AVI’s union contract prohibits the company from hiring Kenyon student workers to work more
than 20 hours per week. Novak said the need for assistance at certain times of day, such as peak meal times, motivated AVI to change
its standards regarding student workers.
Novak said AVI is still looking to hire roughly four more students to work as platers, the staff members
page 4

Decatur goes abroad
to see Kenyon-Exeter

Kachen Kimmell, chair of the Village’s Planning and
Zoning Commission, was elected Gambier’s new mayor
on Tuesday.
“I’m very excited to be the
THE RESULTS ARE IN
mayor-elect,” Kimmell said.
In Gambier’s first
“I have really wanted this
contested mayoral
job for a while, which is why
race since 2003,
I poured a lot into the camthree candidates
paign.”
competed and 383
Kimmell ran against felvotes were cast.
low Council members Liz
Kachen Kimmell:
Forman ’73, a former Col53% (203 votes)
lege administrator, and Betsy
Liz Forman:
Heer, owner of the Gambier
33% (127 votes)
House Bed and Breakfast.
Betsy Heer:
Kimmell received 203
14% (53 votes)
votes (53 percent), Forman
127 votes (33 percent) and
Heer 53 votes (14 percent).
Kimmell attributed her
success to her performance at the mayoral debate in midOctober sponsored by the Center for the Study of American Democracy. She also went door-to-door to talk to
Gambier residents and students in the New Apartments
and Morgan Apartments.
“I felt like some people who didn’t know me before got
to know me and that was really important,” Kimmell said.
Once mayor, Kimmell said she will prioritize implementing a strategic planning process, something the Village has never had before, according to Kimmell. The plan
will cover “every aspect of the Village,” she said, but the
particulars are still unknown.
Kimmell also listed as priorities coordinating page 4

DÍA DE LOS MUERTOS

VICTORIA UNGVARSKY | STAFF WRITER

EXETER — While this English city is more than 5,000 miles away from
Ohio, Kenyon-Exeter students felt a little closer to home when President Sean
Decatur arrived here last weekend on his first trip to the university.
Decatur’s visit to Exeter comes amid the 40th anniversary of the KenyonExeter study abroad program, one of Kenyon’s only self-sponsored study
abroad programs. (Kenyon also offers the Kenyon in Rome program; however, the program has faced difficulty finding directors in the past and did not
run this academic year.) Decatur used this trip to examine the program in
-person, engage with its students and faculty and consider future additions to
programs at the University of Exeter. The popularity and stability of the Kenyon-Exeter program in English has led to conversations about the possibility
of an additional program at the University of Exeter in their environmental
sciences department.
“It’s been great to get a much better sense of how the program works on
the ground,” Decatur said. “I’ve also really enjoyed the conversations with the
faculty and administrators from Exeter. It’s great to hear their per- page 2
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ADELANTE members Sebastian Chavez Erazo ’18 and Eduardo
Vargas ’18 decorated this altar in Peirce Hall for Day of the Dead,
a time when families remember and celebrate loved ones.
Off the Hill, do we do
more harm than good?
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Senior stars shine in
thesis Constellations

WWW.KENYONCOLLEGIAN.COM

Volleyball finishes season
P.11 with winning record
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NEWS
EDITORS: MAYA KAUFMAN AND
ALEX PIJANOWSKI

Mayor-elect Kachen Kimmell on emergency medical services:
From the Village’s point of view, we know we have
two unique and fairly large groups of citizens. Students, of course, and we also have a lot of retirees
and people who are older. … We need to make sure
that the emergency medical services that are provided by College Township and Monroe Township

meet the needs of those specific groups in addition
to our other citizens. And I really want to be clear
that I’m not implying that there’s anything wrong
with the current system. But because the Village
doesn’t control the township, I think it’s important
for us to constantly evaluate where we are.

President Decatur checks in on students across the pond
Continued from Page 1

spective on the program and, actually,
ideas on the things that Kenyon and
Exeter might be able to do working
together.”
In 2013, Kenyon discussed bringing Exeter students to study at Kenyon by fall 2014 in a program independent from Kenyon-Exeter, but
this program did not pan out in that
timeline. While Decatur did not
mention development of the program
to students, Marne Ausec, director of
the Center for Global Engagement,
believed this matter was discussed at
the university. “I am hopeful we can
continue the conversation and make
forward progress,” Ausec wrote in an
email to the Collegian.
The Kenyon-Exeter program
sends juniors and a faculty director
from the Kenyon English department
— this year, it is John Crowe Ransom
Professor of English Kim McMullen
— to study at the University of Exeter.
The program allows Kenyon students
to enroll in classes as full-time students at the university while taking an
additional class with the Kenyon students and professor to maintain the
liberal arts environment.

Decatur isn’t the first Kenyon
president to make the trip across the
pond. Phillip Jordan Jr., Robert Oden
Jr., S. Georgia Nugent and former Acting President Ronald Sharp all visited
Exeter, according to Tom Stamp, college historian and keeper of Kenyoniana. Decatur’s visit included meetings
with Vice Chancellor Sir Steve Smith,
Exeter’s presidential equivalent, and
members of the Exeter English faculty
to discuss the program and its future.
“There’s a lot of trust between the
institutions, so it’s a lot easier to talk
about new directions or initiatives,”
Decatur said of the possibility of increased partnership between Kenyon
and Exeter.
The biggest change to the partnership could stem from the addition of
an environmental studies program at
the University of Exeter, which would
allow Kenyon students studying environmental studies to study abroad at
Exeter.
If enacted, the potential environmental studies partnership would
be independent of the original Kenyon-Exeter program for English,
but would operate similarly. Decatur
stressed that the potential environmental studies program is tentative

and not fully developed.
Kenyon’s desire to explore additional academic options at Exeter coincides with a trend in British education, and at Exeter, toward increased
intercurricular learning. The KenyonExeter program started through the
determination of the late Kenyon Professor Emeritus of English Galbraith
Crump, who sought to establish a
relationship with an English university, according to Karen Edwards, associate professor of English at Exeter.
Exeter was the only English university
willing to allow students to study in an
interdisciplinary fashion outside their
major — something still uncommon
at British universities today. Edwards
herself taught at Kenyon from 1980
through 1992 before leaving to teach
at Exeter; she directed the KenyonExeter program three different times.
“When I came into the program,
it was a shock,” Edwards said. “British higher education was so different
from American higher education,
… so students were constantly being
confronted not only with different
ideological and theoretical tendencies
and emphases, but with serious structural differences.”
Decatur said he enjoyed his con-

Village Record
Oct. 28 – Nov. 3

Oct. 28, 4:01 p.m. — Student in wheelchair stuck in mud at Crozier Center for Women lot. Safety responded
and, with the help of other students, was able to remove chair from mud.
Oct. 30, 6:56 p.m. — Student complained of feeling ill at Lewis Residence Hall. Trouble swallowing. All vitals
within normal range. Student told to seek medical attention if not better by morning.
Oct. 30, 9:50 p.m. — Student(s) complained of others entering residence without authorization at Morgan
Apartments.
Oct. 30, 10:13 p.m. — Four males yelling obscenities and racial slurs. Safety responded and escorted individuals to vehicle. Individuals left without incident.
Oct. 30, 11:57 p.m. — Registered party shut down at North Campus Apartments. Over capacity. Damage to
door.
Oct. 31, midnight — Phallic images drawn on multiple areas of hallway in Old Kenyon Residence Hall. Images erased.
Oct. 31, 12:44 a.m. — Fire alarm sounded due to burned food in New Apartments. No fire. Smoke cleared.
Alarm reset.
Oct. 31, 12:49 a.m. — Intoxicated student in McBride Residence Hall. Safety responded.
Oct. 31, 12:59 a.m. — Intoxicated student in Caples. Required squad transport to Knox Community Hospital
(KCH). Student cited for underage consumption.
Oct. 31, 3:12 a.m. — Intoxicated student in McBride. Safety responded.
Oct. 31, 8:05 a.m. — Staff member reported possible drugs in bag on Gund Commons Lawn. Safety confiscated substance. Tested positive. Turned over to Knox County Sheriff’s Office.
Oct. 31, 11:40 p.m. — Intoxicated student in Manning Residence Hall. Safety responded. Transported student to residence.
Nov. 1, 12:02 a.m. — Safety found a broken Adirondack chair on New Apartments lawn.
Nov. 1, 12:56 a.m. — Intoxicated student at Manning. Required squad transport to KCH. Student cited for
underage consumption.
Nov. 1, 8:48 a.m. — Village stop sign found lying on ground.
Nov. 1, 9:08 a.m. — Damage sustained to window at Old Kenyon.
Nov. 1, 9:38 a.m. — Fire alarm sounded due to burned food at Acland Apartments. No smoke. No fire. Alarm
reset.
Nov. 1, 10:40 a.m. — Damaged paper towel dispenser and thermostat cover found at Leonard Residence Hall.
Nov. 1, 5:10 p.m. — Alcohol found in residence in Mather Residence Hall. Disposed of.
Nov. 2, 9:55 p.m. — Student residence found with alcohol in Mather.
Nov. 3, 5:41 p.m. — Student complained of asthma-related symptoms at Manning after running. Safety responded. Approximately an hour later, student requested examination by EMS. EMS cleared student to rest
and recommended seeing nurse practitioner at health services in morning if no significant improvement.
Nov. 3, 6:31 p.m. — Student complained of high temperature and illness at Caples through the week. Safety
responded. Vitals within range. Safety advised plenty of fluids and to go to health center if no improvement by
morning, or to call Safety if symptoms worsened.

VICTORIA UNGVARSKY | COLLEGIAN

President Sean Decatur meets with Exeter program faculty and students.
versations with Exeter faculty about
their thoughts on the program’s operations. So did students.
“It was fun sharing what we knew
about Exeter with him,” KenyonExeter student Alana Gale ’17 said of
having lunch with Decatur on Monday. “It really felt like a part of Kenyon
was temporarily here.”

In addition to expanding the Kenyon-Exeter program, Decatur also
stressed the importance of recognizing the program’s 40-year history.
“We’re talking about an alumni
gathering at some point next year,”
Decatur said. “I think it would be
great to reconnect folks on both sides
of the Atlantic sometime in the fall.”

New group takes on
accessibility issues
EMILY BIRNBAUM | STAFF WRITER

After just two and a half months at Kenyon, first-year Student Council representative George Costanzo ’19 noticed a theme in conversations with fellow
first years: accessibility, or the lack thereof, on campus. This inspired Costanzo
to create what he called a “political action committee hooded under First-Year
Council” whose mission is to improve accessibility on campus.
The committee, which currently has eight active members, wrote a mission
statement on Sunday. They hope to raise awareness about the disability community, locate physically inaccessible areas on campus, raise money for accessibility
projects and give a voice to disabled students. Five to eight people have attended
their meetings, though 25 people have shown interest in joining the committee
and are on the group’s email distribution list, according to Costanzo.
“Right now, the first thing we want to do is raise awareness about disabilities
at Kenyon,” Lynne Cullen ’19, a committee member, said. “A lot of people don’t
know the correct terms to use — as in, saying ‘disabled’ and not ‘handicapped.’”
Right now, the committee consists mainly of first years.
“A lot of us showed a huge interest in accessibility issues at Kenyon and,
since we’re first years, we figured we can really make an impact for the next four
years,” Cullen said. “We’re hoping that we will be able to have more than just
first years in this committee.”
The committee is planning a campus walkthrough to identify places on
campus that are physically inaccessible. With this information, the committee
will be able to assess how much money it needs to create a budget and fund construction projects.
Members of the committee also plan to lead educational seminars about
how to create a culture of accessibility on campus.
Costanzo acknowledged the magnitude of the mission, but said this does
not justify inaction.
“It is not in my nature, nor should it be in the nature of any other student at
this school, to put the rights of a population of people on the back-burner just
because it’s a big job,” Costanzo said. “By leaving our buildings inaccessible, we
exclude too many students that deserve to have the same education that ablebodied Kenyonites can get, and that just doesn’t feel right to me.”
The committee plans to recruit upperclassmen by publicizing meetings
through all-student emails and word of mouth, Costanzo said. Its meetings are
at 4 p.m. on Sundays in Timberlake House, and are open to the public.
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Nature calls? Environmental studies major in the works
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Two professors are looking to design a new major for environmental studies, currently only available as a concentration.
NATHANIEL SHAHAN
FEATURES EDITOR

Kenyon is pivoting toward green,
with such initiatives as a plan to sign a
carbon-neutrality pledge. Meanwhile,
Professor of Biology Siobhan Fennessy
and Robert Alexander, visiting professor
of economics and environmental studies, are hoping to shore up the environmental emphasis in Kenyon’s academic
sphere. The pair is working to design a
new major in environmental studies.
Alexander, who ran an environmental studies program at Sweet Briar College, is in the process of developing a
curriculum for a major at Kenyon
Kenyon presently offers a handful
of courses in environmental studies,
as well as a concentration — officially
termed an “interdisciplinary minor” —
in the subject. The concentration, which
has been around since the 1990s, exposes students to environmental studies through required courses in biology,
chemistry and economics, as well as an
introductory and a seminar course in
environmental studies. A selection of
classes in anthropology, physics, political science, religious studies and sociology also count toward the concentration.
Fennessy said the major would retain this interdisciplinary nature. “It’s
a blessing and a curse in some ways because it’s such a broad field,” Fennessy
said. “You have to make sure that a student really has the depth in something
within it to be able to leave here and really have the expertise needed to take on
meaningful work.”
Alexander said there is no definite
timeline for when the major will be approved, but he would like it to be this
year, and Fennessy said it is likely current sophomores and first years will have
the opportunity to graduate as environmental studies majors.
Emma Garschagen ’19 is currently
enrolled in one of Alexander’s envi-

CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN

The installation of solar panels at the Kenyon Farm, one of the College’s environmentally friendly initiatives, was part of the independent study.
ronmental studies courses and said she
would consider adding an environmental studies major to her studio art major.
She also believes making environmental
studies a major would give the program
more weight.
“The interesting thing about Kenyon
is that it’s not as sustainable as I sort of
thought it would be, or I hoped it would
be,” Garschagen said. She also recognizes a positive side to Kenyon’s situation.
“It’s exciting,” Garschagen said. “This is
something I can be involved in changing.”
Alexander and Fennessy have a lot of
ground to cover. Normally, major proposals are due to the provost’s office by
Nov. 1 and faculty must vote on new majors at or before their January meeting,
according to the Kenyon website.
Alexander has not received an official extension from the provost and does

not know if he will be able to present his
proposal this academic year.
Provost Joseph Klesner, who is traveling on College business, did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Samuel B. Cummings Professor of
Psychology Sarah Murnen, who chairs
the curricular policy committee, has not
engaged in any discussions on the proposal, but said it was “not impossible”
that the major would be presented and
approved this year and available for students to declare in the fall of 2016. The
Nov. 1 deadline, according to Murnen, is
not hard and fast. Still, Murnen has yet
to see a proposal and Alexander has yet
to finish one.
A successful proposal would demonstrate demand for the major, and that
the program would not require additional faculty, according to Murnen.

Fennessy said student and administrative interest in environmental studies
as a subject, and a major, has increased
over the past decade. “It’s a gap in our
curriculum, and it’s something that is
seen as a vital part of what colleges and
universities can offer their students,” she
said. Some of Kenyon’s peer institutions,
including Oberlin College and Middlebury College, have adopted an environmental studies major.
“It’s a very natural addition to a liberal arts curriculum,” Fennessy said. “By
nature, it’s very integrative, and it draws
upon the strong traditions in liberal
arts, sciences and humanities.”
Fennessy’s advice for anyone interested in pursuing the major is to take the
courses currently required for the concentration, as the major’s requirements
would significantly overlap with those of
the concentration.

College aims to make Mount Vernon shuttle run daily
EMILY BIRNBAUM
STAFF WRITER

Daily shuttles to Mount
Vernon may soon become a
reality.
The College is exploring
ways to provide more frequent transportation to the
city, on the heels of its acquisition in February of the
Buckeye Candy & Tobacco
building in downtown Mount
Vernon.
“We’ve been talking for a
while about more access to
Mount Vernon in general, so
now, with the Buckeye Candy
building, how do we provide
access to that space and to the
broader perspective of Mount
Vernon?” Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman said.
Knox Area Transit (KAT)
runs a shuttle between the
bookstore and Mount Vernon
every Wednesday and Friday
from 4-10 p.m. and Saturdays

from 1-10 p.m. It is free for
Kenyon students. The College’s plan would have KAT
providing an hourly shuttle
every day from 9 a.m. to 9
p.m.
“I would definitely utilize
it,” Claire Livingston ’18 said.
“I often find myself wanting
to take the shuttle in earlier
in the week.”
Kohlman said he was unsure what the source of the
funding for the project would
be. He said KAT agreed to return his plan, with proposed
revisions, by the end of November.
The proposed bus route
would include stops in downtown Mount Vernon and
along Coshocton Avenue.
“The goal would be that it
would be at no cost to the student,” Kohlman said.
At the Village Council
meeting on Monday, Council
members Betsy Heer and Liz

Forman said the plan would
also make Mount Vernon
more accessible to Village
residents and students without cars,
“It would be helpful if the
shuttle ran on breaks for people who are here for Thanksgiving,” Ngoc Le ’16.
At the meeting, Kohlman
expressed a desire to subsidize the shuttle for people
who are not students. Rides
for non-students now cost $2
in either direction.
“Right now, students don’t
pay, because it’s subsidized by
the College,” Kohlman said.
“The more we figure out how
to subsidize the route, either
through the College or with
support from the Village, the
less people outside of that
subsidy range have to pay and
the more feasible that route
becomes for the long run.”
Kristen Huffman contributed reporting.

KRISTEN HUFFMAN | COLLEGIAN

Elissa Reiskind ’16 and Ngoc Le ’16 board the shuttle to Mount Vernon.
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Fewer than 400 voters select Gambier’s
next mayor, consider ballot initiatives
Continued from Page 1

next summer’s construction plans
for downtown Gambier with the
College and ensuring emergency
medical services provided by the
College Township Fire Department meet the needs of community members.
Heer thanked her supporters for their belief in her and her
message.
“The mayoral campaign has
been an extraordinary experience,” Heer wrote in a emailed
statement to the Collegian. “I congratulate the mayor-elect. I will
continue to bring my perspective
and ideas to the council table for
the next two years and look forward to working with her to make
Gambier the best it can be.”
Forman did not immediately
respond to multiple requests for
comment.
Kirk Emmert, the outgoing mayor, and Juan Pastor were
elected to two Village Council
seats in an uncontested race. Current council member Tom Stamp
did not seek reelection.
In Mount Vernon, Democratic
mayor Richard Mavis, who has
been the city’s mayor for almost
20 years, won reelection with
2,176 votes (52 percent). He faced
Republican challenger Matt Starr,
who earned 2,017 votes (48 percent).
Issue 3, a constitutional
amendment that would have legalized recreational and medical
marijuana in Ohio and stipulates
a certain number of producers,
did not pass; sixty-four percent of
Ohioans voted against the measure. Issue 2, an anti-monopoly
amendment, was approved with
only 52 percent of the vote. Issue
1, which creates a more bipartisan
process for drawing legislative
districts in Ohio, passed with 71
percent of the vote.

GAMBIER MAYORAL ELECTION RESULTS
LIZ
FORMAN

BETSY
HEER

KACHEN
KIMMELL

127 Votes
33%

53 Votes
14%

203 Votes
53%

STATE BALLOT INITIATIVE RESULTS
IN FAVOR

AGAINST

ISSUE 1

71%

29%

ISSUE 2

52%

48%

ISSUE 3

36%

64%
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Mayor-elect Kachen Kimmell, shown here with her dog Moses, at the Church of
the Holy Spirit, her favorite location on Kenyon’s campus.

AVI seeks student help, shorter lines
Continued from Page 1

who place food prepared by cooks on
plates and set those plates out at different
stations.
The company has advertised student
positions on its Facebook page as well as
through listings on Kenyon’s Symplicity job-search system. On Oct. 15, Peirce
Hall posted on both Facebook and Twitter: “Need extra cash? Have a few hours a
week that you want to work? Come apply
today to be a plater here @ Peirce Dining.”
“We are hoping that there are some
students out there that could use a paycheck every two weeks to increase their
pocket money, and we really want to
open the door to that,” Novak said. The
pay rate for Kenyon students working for
AVI is $10.06 per hour, which is above the
Ohio minimum hourly wage of $8.10.
Leonard-Solis was the first Kenyon

student to join the AVI team this year.
He was officially offered a job on Oct. 21
in a Facebook message from Peirce Hall,
and began work four days later.
“I have experience working in restaurants the past several years, so I thought
this would be a good opportunity,” Leonard-Solis said.
Leonard-Solis works 12 hours a week,
spread across Sunday mornings and
Monday and Friday evenings.
“At Peirce, everyone’s been friendly,”
he said. “I feel like they want to make me
a part of the team.”
On Monday, Novak interviewed and
hired Doyle, who previously worked for
a candy store in California. Doyle found
the job listing on Symplicity.
“The hours fit what I needed perfectly,” said Doyle, who is scheduled to work
10 hours per week.
Doyle received word over the weekend that she had been hired, and began

“

We are hoping that there
are some students out there
that could use a paycheck
every two weeks to increase
their pocket money, and we
really want to open the door
to that.”

Kim Novak, AVI resident director

work Wednesday, from 10:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. She also said that she was received
warmly by AVI employees.
“They really do care about the students in a way that I hadn’t considered
before,” Doyle said.
Novak said she hoped interest in the
position would grow. Thus far, she has
only conducted interviews with Leonard-Solis and Doyle, but Novak said she
“would like 15 more” interviews with potential student workers.

Village Council
moves forward
with solar power
feasibility study
EMILY BIRNBAUM | STAFF WRITER

Gambier’s Village Council may agree to let the
sun shine — but only on its own terms.
The Village Council may allow Community
Renewable Energy, a solar energy company, to
conduct a feasibility study that will explore the
cost and logistics of installing a 3.7-acre solar
panel project in Gambier.
“The feasibility study is this company looking
at what size of a system they could design to provide enough power to make it worthwhile,” Chief
Business Officer Mark Kohlman said. “They
want to look at how much power the wastewater
treatment plant uses now, and then they’ll see if
they can design a system that could provide some
portion of that power. They’re going to ask how
big the system would need to be and how much
the electricity would cost.”
Previously, the Council agreed to the feasibility study as long as Village Solicitor Clint Bailey
examined the proposal more closely and agreed
to it. At Monday’s Council meeting, Mayor Kirk
Emmert reported that Bailey had reviewed it and
disagreed with the wording of one paragraph. He
rewrote the paragraph and sent it to the company, and has yet to receive a response.
“The paragraph involved a phrase that stated the solar project would move forward ‘if this
turns out to be a good deal for both sides,’” Bailey
said at the meeting. “I’m not sure we can commit
to it even if it’s a ‘good deal’ because I don’t know
what a good deal is.”
Other Council members voiced similar skepticism.
“There is not a consensus that, even if it is a
good deal, we would be in favor of doing it,” Village Council member and mayor-elect Kachen
Kimmell said.
Council member Betsy Heer agreed, reminding the Council, “This is just to make a proposal.
We don’t have to agree to the proposal.”
The Council is now waiting for the company
to reply to Bailey’s edits. If they agree to the new
language, Community Renewable Energy will begin its study in the upcoming months.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

A+E

NOV. 5 | 7 P.M.
Screening
THE WANTED 18

EDITORS: BAILEY BLAKER
and ELANA SPIVACK

HIGLEY HALL AUDITORIUM

NOV. 6 | 7 P.M.
Concert

FALL BLUES
PEIRCE PUB

NOV. 6 | 8 P.M.

NOV. 7 | 8 P.M.

theater

concert

CONSTELLATIONS
HILL THEATER

JAZZ ENSEMBLE
ROSSE HALL

Students create new peer art gallery, shake up A-block
Upperclassmen set up Gallery @ A1 in an empty room in a New Apt to showcase the art of fellow students.
BAILEY BLAKER and
TYLER RASO
COLLEGIAN STAFF

On Oct. 29, Guy Bailey ’17, Rose
Bishop ’17 and Eileen Cartter ’16
opened up a new space for student
art titled Gallery @ A1 — located
in a vacant bedroom in Bailey and
Bishop’s residence in the New Apartments’ A-block. According to their
mission statement, curators Bailey,
Bishop, who is the Collegian’s art
director, and Cartter, its chief copy
editor, “hope to provide an area for
artistic dialogue, collaboration and
reflection.”
“I think to some extent, we’re trying to subvert the gallery culture,”
Bailey said. Gallery @ A1 is a space
for any Kenyon artists willing to submit an exhibition and artist’s statement to the curators. The gallery will
remain up as long as the curators are
on campus this semester.
Bailey, a studio art major, created the inaugural installation entitled waste and wasted space., which
consists of a yellow shopping cart
lofted on plastic bags, carrying pink
and blue carpet padding covered in
pastel paint. Along the room’s wall
are digital photos documenting the
industrial landscape Bailey encountered while foraging around Mount
Vernon for materials for the piece.
To establish a visual unity between
the sculpture and the photos, as well
as underline the social and political statement he intended to make,
Bailey edited the photos to feature
matching pastel hues.

JULIA HORST | COLLEGIAN

Kenyon’s newest art space, Gallery @ A1, was founded by Rose Bishop ’17, Eileen Cartter ’16 and Guy Bailey ’17, whose work is on view now in the New Apt.
Bailey’s installation represents
the idea of consumer culture, drawing a clever parallel between the formerly unoccupied New Apt room
and the found trash used for the
medium of the installation. Bailey
manipulated aspects of what has
become of our natural landscape —
discarded shopping carts, industrial
backdrops, plastic bags — and ignited them with pastel and purpose.
Its pleasing aesthetics contrast with
America’s cultural apathy surrounding waste.
Gallery @ A1’s creators also intended for this first exhibition to
call attention to issues surround-

ing housing on campus this year.
“There’s a sort of weird disconnect in
the narrative of inflation of student
population, lack of housing, New
Apts being a problem,” Cartter said.
The three of them want the complexities of Bailey’s piece to spark the first
wave of artistic dialogue they want
the gallery to stimulate.
The location of the gallery is essential to the vision behind the project. “At some point or another, everyone comes to New Apts for a party,
or on their way to Port,” Bailey said.
“I think it’s sort of expressing the domesticisty aspect of the gallery, because we’re using empty space that

we have in our own home to display
art.”
“We wanted people to stumble
upon [the gallery] and wonder what
it was, if we’re being serious, if we’re
kidding,” Cartter said.
Though the curators hope to cultivate a sense of shock and confusion,
the intentional mystique surrounding the gallery, such as relying on
word of mouth and offering minimal
context for the pieces, seems too obtuse to initiate genuine and longform
dialogue.
“Just last night, I walked outside,
and there were two people looking
at the gallery, like, ‘Why is there this

shopping cart in this room?’” Bishop
said.
But the existing reputation of
the New Apts among the Kenyon
administration and student body is
also a key concept of the current exhibiton and the space itself.
“There’s something intensely
funny about opening a gallery in
a New Apt, which is, by and large,
the worst living space in Kenyon,”
Bishop said. “It definitely feels that
the College has this sort of amnesia
with regards to New Apts, but then
here we are with two empty spaces.
We designed this gallery to be an active reclaiming of the space.”

‘House of Toast’ poets discuss finding their identities
A group of central Ohioans share their varied experiences as writers and reflect on their poetry group.
ERICA RABITO
STAFF WRITER

For many across the United States
and the globe, writing poetry is merely a fun hobby. For some, however, the
hobby transforms into a lifelong passion. On Sunday, Nov. 1, Ohio poets
Fred Andrle, Charlene Fix and Jerry
Roscoe gathered at the Kenyon Bookstore to discuss the process of transitioning from writing poetry casually to being considered a full-f ledged
poet, and what it means to be a poet.
Moderated
by
Gambier-based
XOXOX Press publisher Jerry Kelly
’96, Andrle, Fix and Roscoe each read
selections from their works and discussed with the small but attentive
crowd how they came to be involved
in the world of poetry. For Fix, the
passion for writing began at an extremely young age.
“I started writing poems when I
was eight and that’s because I had a

“

What we do is meet, and then we discuss the poem and offer suggestions for how the poem may be improved. We give advice in a very
generous and friendly manner, I think, and we’ve established a certain level of trust in each other over the years.”
Fred Andrle, member of ‘House of Toast’

third-grade teacher who had us write
poems, and she and I discovered that I
could meter use and rhyme,” Fix said.
“I think I’ve been writing poems ever
since. I took a long break when I had
children — I didn’t write a poem for
10 years, but I was thinking about it a
lot, and then I suddenly started buying reams and reams of paper, and
then I started writing again.”
Roscoe, however, began writing
significantly later in life, while working two other jobs.
“I wrote my first poem when I was

23, and in a way that was a help because I thought, ‘Boy, I’m getting into
this so late, I can write whatever I
want,’” Roscoe said. “I’m not competing with these kids who have been doing this for 15 years.’ Letting reality
speak for itself — that’s when I knew I
was a writer.”
Regardless of when these poets first
began writing, they are now all members of the “House of Toast,” a group
of Ohio-based poets founded in 1995
as a way for writers to share their work
with a group and receive feedback and

criticism in a safe and encouraging
environment. At the panel Andrle described the activities and dynamic of
the group, and how it has continued
to promote his writing and the writing of its other members.
“We’ve been meeting once a month
for 19 years to critique each other’s
poems,” Andrle said. “What we do is
meet, and then we discuss the poem
and offer suggestions for how the
poem may be improved. We give advice in a very generous and friendly manner, I think, and we’ve established a certain level of trust in each
other over the years.”
With the help of their fellow House
of Toast members, all three poets have
published multiple books of their poems, and in doing so have found a
way to share their art and their passion with the world. According to Andrle, however, the “poet” label doesn’t
matter. “We write because we love to
write,” he said.
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“I was dubbed ‘G Mac’
by a student a few years
ago and it’s stuck in his
peer cohort. I like it.”
—Professor of History
Glenn McNair

Whats one of your favorite or most popular nicknames others
have called you?

EDITORS: CLAIRE OXFORD
and NATHANIEL SHAHAN
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“‘Momma Stone,’ which
goes back to when my
daughter was a student
here. She was a member
of the Cornerstones.”
—Professor of Physics
Paula Turner

Peirce employees reflect on dining through the decades
INDIA AMOS
DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH

From a pizzeria operating
out of Peirce Pub to two serving lines, the Kenyon dining
experience has changed over
the years.
Kenyon’s dining situation
is not the same as it was when
some of Peirce Hall’s current
employees began their employment on the Hill. Betty-Jo Morrison-Mizer has been at Peirce
longer than any other current
staff members and said she still
remembers her first day, Aug.
26, 1975. Since being hired,
Morrison-Mizer has worked
under the companies Saga,
Custom Food Service, Aramark
and now AVI.
“Everybody has their own
way of doing things, of course,
and every company has their
own job structure and all that,”
Morrison-Mizer said. The different management teams decide which serving styles will
continue and which will not.
Having become a jack-ofall-trades at Peirce, MorrisonMizer is able to fulfill a variety
of roles. Currently she works
at the salad bar, though she
has worked in the past cooking breakfast, preparing desserts and even as one of the line
servers when food used to be

distributed from only two serving lines.
The most noticeable dining transformation, however,
has been that of Gund Common — formerly a dining hall
that served the northern half
of campus and operated until 2009. Morrison-Mizer said
having only one dining hall in
recent years has not been ideal.
“Workwise it works,” she said,
“but for students, it’s rough.”
While Morrison-Mizer never
worked in Gund, other current
employees did.
Currently stationed in the
dish room, Rose Pitsenberger
used to work in the dishroom at
Gund, as well as in the pizzeria
in the Pub. Like Morrison-Mizer, she believes having Gund
open as a dining option would
better serve students’ needs.
What she misses more, however, is actually serving students.
“I feel there was more contact
with the students,” Pitsenberger said. “You could communicate with them better instead of
just you putting the food there
and them grabbing it.”
Both women said one constant feature during their time
at Kenyon has been the students’ attitudes. “Most of them
are very nice,” Morrison-Mizer
said. “If I want to strangle one a
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Betty-Jo Morrison-Mizer, who began working at Peirce in 1975, has seen many changes in Kenyon’s dining system.
year, I don’t think that’s too bad
out of 1,700.”
Pitsenberger, who works behind the dish-return carousel,
wishes she had more chances to
interact with students. Separated by a wall and moving dishes, students often shout “thank
yous” to Pitsenberger and her
co-workers. “I have one student
who says, ‘I love you all,’ and
I always tell him back, ‘I love
you, too,’” she said. “I wish they
would just come around to the
back of the dish room once in a

Senior Class Total:

while and say, ‘Hey, I’m the one
that says this.’”
These relationships with
students sometimes last beyond
the students’ four years at Kenyon. Morrison-Mizer said she
maintains a special relationship with Lisa Schott ’80, managing director of the Philander
Chase Corporation, as she was
one of the students in the first
class Morrison-Mizer served
from its first year through its
senior year.
For
Pitsenberger,
these

Junior Class Total:

long-term relationships are
what make the job worthwhile.
While working at a trustee dinner recently, she ran into a former student who is now a trustee. She recognized his face, but
could not recall his name. The
trustee remembered seeing her
every day at meals. “Now sure,
when we get older we can’t put
the names with the faces because we see so many kids, but
I did something because he can
remember me,” Pitsenberger
said. “That’s very touching.”

Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:

16

15

15

11

Randy Stratton ’16

John Lyons ’17

Evan Cree Gee ’18

Brent Matheny ’19

The second week

The fourth week

The third week

During which week in October
do central Ohio trees’ leaves
reach their peak color?

The third week

Hurricane Patricia, which
stregthened to a Category 5 storm,
made landfall in Mexico last week.
What was its official death toll?

Zero

104

Zero

30

Zero

Netflix released its first
original movie this month.
What is the movie called?

Beasts of No Nation

A Long Way Gone

Beasts of No Nation

Beasts of No Nation

House of Orange is the New
Black-jack Horseman?

What year was the Collegian
founded?

1856

1910

1952

1824

1856
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OPINIONS
EDITORS: GRIFFIN BURROUGH and
GABRIELLE HEALY
EDITORIAL

Environmental
major, solar energy
are worthy steps
Climate change and environmental degradation together represent one of the greatest crises facing the world in the 21st century.
We’ve become largely desensitized to the descriptions in the media of melting ice caps,
dangerously high atmospheric carbon dioxide levels, desertification, ocean acidification
and a rise in extreme weather events.
These trends are so overwhelming, so discouraging, that the most reassuring approach
is often to ignore them. But we won’t have
that luxury for long. That’s why we commend
the Kenyon professors striving to institute an
environmental studies major.
Environmental studies is not to be confused with environmentalism; it is an academic discipline, not strictly an outlet for
activism. In principle, it gives students the
intellectual tools needed to understand and
find solutions to pressing environmental
problems. Perhaps more important, it may
also instill in them the confidence to tackle
daunting tasks such as combating climate
change.
Like other interdisciplinary departments,
environmental studies cultivates deeper understanding by incorporating political, economic, social and scientific perspectives. It
combines the study of zoning policies and
farming techniques with consideration of externalities and the greenhouse effect.
This broad-based approach is at the core
of what the liberal arts are about, and may be
more necessary now than ever before. Several of our peer institutions with established
environmental studies programs, including
Oberlin and Middlebury Colleges, seem to
have recognized this years ago.
It is encouraging to see Kenyon show a
greater environmental bent not just in its academic curricula, but also within its administration. The appointment of Dave Heithaus
as director of green initiatives, and President
Decatur’s support for moving Kenyon toward
carbon neutrality, reflect a laudable institutional commitment to a more sustainable future.
The Village of Gambier is now considering having a solar array installed. As a renewable alternative to such carbon-intensive fuels
as coal and natural gas, solar should be embraced as the responsible energy option that
it is. The Village should be bold in adopting
solar power, as should the College.

How do you feel about the oncoming rush of Christmas spirit? How
do you feel about Her Campus? Love it? Hate it? Write to us!
Submit letters to the editor to kenyoncollegian@gmail.com.

EDITORIAL ILLUSTRATION

YOOBIN HAN | COLLEGIAN

Respect, not gendered scorn, for Her Campus
Hateful comments directed at Kenyon’s chapter are prevalent but neither justified nor fair.
JACQUELEEN ENG
CONTRIBUTOR

Complaints about Her
Campus Kenyon are almost as
plentiful as complaints about
Peirce. Most Her Campus haters think the publication is too
“girly” or that the material is
nothing more than a glorified
BuzzFeed Life section. Whether or not its content is relevant
to you, the site has an audience
and a following for a reason
Her Campus was created
by three young women during their time at Harvard, and
the site describes itself as the
“#1 global community for college women.” It allows college
students to write about a variety of subjects, and to sharpen
their writing and journalism
skills. The topics covered include everything from style,
beauty and health to love, life,
career and LGBTQ+ issues.
These types of articles don’t fit
any other Kenyon publication,
and it’s good that Her Campus

“

I don’t write for the website. I think, however,
Her Campus has the ability to raise awareness
about social issues, in addition to providing other
entertainment. Not everything has to be exclusively funny, satirical or political to be a good
publication.

allows these voices and topics
to be heard.
I don’t write for the website.
I think, however, Her Campus
has the ability to raise awareness about social issues, but in
addition to providing entertainment. Not everything has
to be funny, satirical or political to be a good publication.
Her Campus gives students
the ability to write for a female
audience free of the male gaze
— an empowering activity. It
caters to a specific audience,
similar to what magazines
like GQ and Seventeen do. The
Thrill wouldn’t post an article featuring outfits based on
your Wiggin Street order. The

The Collegian
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Collegian (and the Collegiate)
wouldn’t feature tips on how to
deal with being sick away from
school or reassure first years
it’s OK not to love being here
yet.
Critics — on Yik Yak and
even in face-to-face conversation — slander Her Campus for
being too casual, or publishing
fluff, but after looking through
Kenyon’s page and those of
other schools, it seems to me
Kenyon’s publication features
more serious content than the
average chapter. Even if some
articles focus on Starbucks’s
new fall drink or figuring out
which Taylor Swift song is
right for the occasion (which

I still find entertaining), the
articles are usually useful,
whether the author gives tips
about combating procrastination, trying new workouts or
attempting do-it-yourself tutorials. More seriously, they recently featured a well-written
post about microaggressions
(“I’m Guilty of Microaggressions … And So Are You,” Nov.
2). Past article topics include
feminist literature, domestic
abuse and mental health. Regardless of whether or not the
content is interesting to you,
the site provides a platform for
young women across college
campuses to talk about specific topics other publications
would be unwilling to feature.
While the publication isn’t
perfect, Her Campus is about
giving voices to those otherwise unheard, and because of
this people should respect it.
Jacqueleen Eng ’19 is undeclared from Chatham, N.J. Contact her at engj@kenyon.edu.
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Advertisers should contact the Collegian’s Business Managers via e-mail at kenyoncollegian@gmail.com for current
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Yearly subscriptions to The Kenyon Collegian are available for $50. Checks should be made payable to The Kenyon
Collegian and directed to the Editors-in-Chief.
Office: Room 314 Peirce Tower
Mailing address: The Kenyon Collegian, Student Activities Center, Gambier, OH 43022.
Business address: P.O. Box 832, Gambier, OH, 43022.
E-mail address: collegian@kenyon.edu, kenyoncollegian@gmail.com
Phone Number: (740) 625-1675.
The opinions page is a space for members of the community to discuss issues relevant to the campus and the
world at large. The opinions expressed on this page belong only to the writer. Columns and letters to the editors do
not reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff. All members of the commuity are welcome to express opinions through
a letter to the editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters submitted for length and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept
anonymous or pseudonymous letters. Letters must be signed by individuals, not organizations, and must be 200
words or fewer. Letters must also be received no later than the Tuesday prior to publication. The Kenyon Collegian prints
as many letters as possible each week subject to space, interest and appropriateness. Members of the editorial board
reserve the right to reject any submission. The views expressed in the paper do not necessarily reflect the views of
Kenyon College.
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Does Kenyon do more harm than good off the Hill?
The College’s engagement with the Knox County community could come at the expense of our neighbors.

EVE BROMBERG
CONTRIBUTOR

At Kenyon, it seems a tense relationship with the Village is inevitable; how can it not be? Kenyon is an
expensive, elite school in one of the
poorer counties in Ohio, according
to the January 2015 Ohio Poverty Report. The College’s priorities are fundamentally different from those of
Gambier and Knox County residents,
causing this tension. As students here
we are able to ignore this most, if not
all, of the time. That’s essentially the
Kenyon bubble. No one should be
faulted for only embracing the Kenyon community — it’s what we’re
meant to do here, but it is also the
predicament of being here. Should we
be reaching out to the broader community or should we focus solely on
life here on the Hill?
Every Friday, I descend the Hill to
volunteer at East Knox Elementary
School, where I work with a kindergarten class as part of the program
Partnership for East Knox and Kenyon College. The kindergartners are
adorable and their teacher is young
and lively, but the school perfectly
embodies the divide between Kenyon
and its surroundings, and because of
this, I often wonder if our presence at
East Knox is actually beneficial.
What first stood out to me at East
Knox is that the elementary school
doesn’t recycle. Simply put, they can-

not afford it; recycling would require
hiring additional custodial workers,
which is costly. East Knox makes it
clear how homogenous Ohio is. The
teacher of the kindergarten class is a
graduate of The Ohio State University and also went to Mount Vernon
Nazarene University — she has spent
her professional life where she was
born and educated. Most of the students’ parents were born and raised
in Ohio as well. In fact, the most
coherent thing this one student has
yet to say to me is, “I am a fan of the
Ohio State football team” — he is six
years old. This seems particularly remarkable coming from a place that
stresses leaving the nest to expand
one’s frame of reference and return
with acquired “worldliness.” This is
such an accepted idea that there’s a
show about it on HBO called Girls.
The children in the kindergarten
class at East Knox, like their teachers
and parents, might never leave Ohio.
I leave East Knox every week feeling unsettled. Should we as students
be fixing things we find wrong,
changing things as we see fit, which
perhaps the people who live their
whole lives here wouldn’t change?
Going to a liberal arts college is a
privilege and we should enjoy the
“Kenyon bubble” while we’re here,
but we must acknowledge that this
bubble and community exist oftentimes at the expense of ties to our
neighbors. This school, like many

Straight outta Halloween

CHANDLER DAVIS | COLLEGIAN

other small liberal arts colleges in
the country, could be anywhere, and
nothing would be all that different.
While Kenyon clings to a quaint midwestern state of being, the majority
of the student body is far removed
from understanding daily life in the

The trick-or-treating just ended. Why are we so quick to start caroling?
GRANT MINER
CONTRIBUTOR

When I woke up on Sunday
morning, I found the air strangely
different. I couldn’t quite place my
finger on it.
I walked into the Lewis lounge
to see if anybody was up
for some brunch. Inside, I
encountered fellow Lewis
resident Brent Matheny
’19 snugly ensconced in a
sweater. He looked at me
and smiled.
“Merry Christmas,” he
said, malevolently.
Dear God, I thought to
myself. It’s begun.
To me, Christmas spirit
is a lot like potato chips. I
buy a huge bag knowing
that I have to make them
last a long time, but within the hour I’m a crumbcovered mass of shame
and regret. And thus, I
am burned out on potato
chips.
Now insert Christmas
into that overlong, embarrassing metaphor and you get how I
feel.
It seems as if Christmas comes
earlier each year, sweeping across
the calendar like a Mongol horde,
only stopping when it bashes against
that sacred cultural bastion called
Halloween.
Where does Thanksgiving go in

all this, you ask? It is subjugated — a
downtrodden province of the Holly Jolly Empire. Don’t believe me?
Think about it. What is Thanksgiving but the traditional carb-load on
the eve of the best shopping day of
the year, where we buy presents for
what holiday? That’s right. Christ-

somebody play Vince Guaraldi in
Storer on Monday. There was tinsel on Middle Path for god’s sake.
Granted, that might have been for
Relay for Life, but don’t act like you
didn’t notice it’s Christmas-y look.
There’s no reason I should be the
season police. After all, what harm
could there be in extending a time of universal love and joy to
two months from three
weeks?
I’m the kind of guy
who likes all his food
separate. If there are
peas and mashed potatoes, the line between
them better be as clear
as a Trump-designed
border. The same goes
for our other holidays.
Maybe it could be
Thanksgiving season
for more than two days.
Or, dare I say it, nothing
season.
Can’t we just enjoy
the time of year without having to frame it
ELIZABETH NORMAN | COLLEGIAN
in the context of some
mas.
holiday? I promise we can all get our
As soon as the months change, conspicuous consumption on later.
it feels like there’s tension in the air
And consider this: if the start of
— like the entire earth wants to skip Christmas season gets bumped up to
ahead a month and a half.
Nov. 1, what’s to stop fruitcake seaPeople start whistling Christmas son from coming with it?
tunes under their breath and then,
Grant Miner ’19 is undeclared
like a spiraling drug addict, go into from Sacramento, Calif. Contact him
full-blown caroling. I even heard at minerg@kenyon.edu.

Midwest. The white academic buildings leading up to Peirce resemble a
scene out of New England more than
they do anything else.
Eve Bromberg ’19 is undeclared
from Brooklyn, N.Y. Contact her at
bromberge@kenyon.edu.

LETTER TO THE EDITORS
Thank you for your article on Kenyon’s creative writing
program (“For literary college, about half get into writing
courses,” Oct. 22). I would like to offer more information —
information I ought to have given the reporter when she asked
me about a potential increase in the number of creative writing courses. The number actually has been increasing over the
past five years, largely in response to student demand.
From 2007 to 2011, we averaged only three creative writing
courses each spring. Since then, we have offered on average
more than five spring-semester application-only workshops.
And counting the recently added open-enrollment workshops
(ENGL 150) and our senior capstone seminars in creative writing (ENGL 405), the total has lately been even higher: nine
creative writing courses for spring of 2015 and 10 for spring
of 2016.
As your article notes, many factors determine the number
of courses we offer. Sometimes, more demand results from our
efforts to meet it. When we changed our rules to allow firstyear students to apply for spring-semester workshops, for example, we created some of the demand represented this year by
the total 158 applicants. We continue to watch these situations
closely and to do everything possible to maintain Kenyon’s
special status as a “literary college.”
Jesse Matz
Chair, Department of English
William P. Rice Professor of English and Literature

Dear Emily
Y)

Submit your questions about love and life to
The Collegian’s newest advice column

10

THE KENYON COLLEGIAN | THURSDAY, NOV. 5 | KENYONCOLLEGIAN.COM

A professor’s journeys to Cyprus culminate in new book
Peter Rutkoff’s interest in the Mediterranean
island began a decade ago with a Fulbright trip.
NORA JAMES
STAFF WRITER

Few Kenyon students may be
aware of the complex political
situation on the island of Cyprus.
Peter Rutkoff, professor of American studies, wants to change that.
In his newest book, Cyprus Portraits, he takes an intriguing look
at the politically divided island.
Through a series of photographs
and intimate stories of the island’s
inhabitants, Rutkoff explores the
intricacies of life in Cyprus. Rutkoff celebrated the book’s release
with a launch party and reading at
the Kenyon College Bookstore on
Monday.
Cyprus lies in the Mediterranean Sea west of Lebanon and
south of Turkey. Both Turkish and
Greek citizens have occupied the
island for hundreds of years, and
long-lasting tensions between the
groups finally erupted into fighting in the 1970s. Since then, Cyprus has been divided by a United
Nations buffer zone colloquially
known as the Green Line. This
line separates the Turkish Republic of the north from the Greek
Cypriots in the south. The line was
impassable for many years until
2008, when the Turkish Cypriot
administration significantly eased
restrictions on crossing, enabling
travel between the two sides.
On Monday, Rutkoff shared
stories and photographs with a
gathering of about 15 attendees.
He highlighted how the everyday

lives of the island’s inhabitants are
shaped by but in other ways transcend this division. “Despite language and religion, the Cypriots
are one people,” he said. “What’s
different is the nationalism that’s
been imposed upon them.”
And that’s just what the book
is about — people. It focuses on
several individuals with whom
Rutkoff has become close friends
over the years, including a Turkish
spice shop owner and a man exiled to Cyprus from Turkey.
Rutkoff first visited Cyprus on
a 2005 Fulbright scholarship, and
quickly fell in love with the island
and its people, returning 10 years
later to reconnect with old friends
and colleagues. His 2005 book
Across the Green Line documents
his early experiences on the island.
“This work is really an extension of that,” Rutkoff said of Cyprus Portraits. “When I first came
to the island it was very difficult
to travel across, but it’s really
changed in the past 10 years.”
Evie Gimbel ’17, who attended
the launch, said, “I think there’s a
beauty in his dedication to keep
on revisiting one place over and
over to try and really get to know
the people there.”
Another attendee admired his
dedication. “Professor Rutkoff’s
reading showed that he’s still actively pursuing his interests, which
I think is inspiring,” attendee Eve
Bromberg ’19, who is an opinions
writer for the Collegian, said.
Rutkoff admits that he did not
always plan to become a writer. “In

KRISTEN HUFFMAN | COLLEGIAN

Peter Rutkoff gave a public reading from his newest book, Cyprus Portraits, at the Kenyon Bookstore on Monday.

“

Despite language and religion, the Cypriots are one people. What’s different is
the nationalism that’s been imposed upon them.”

Peter Rutkoff, professor of American studies

the academic world, of course you
have to write theses,” he said. But
he grew inspired to write works of
fiction and nonfiction, too. Of his
writing process, Rutkoff said, “The
best way to learn, really, is to have
discussions and talk it out.”

The new book is the latest in
a line of works Rutkoff has published; he has written books on
topics ranging from baseball in
Chicago to the Great Migration
of African-Americans from the
south to the north. But Cyprus

remains close to his heart, and he
hopes to return as soon as he can.
Rutkoff’s book is available
for purchase on the website of
his Gambier-based publisher,
XOXOX Press, and at the bookstore.

Glimmers of excellence in drama thesis Constellations

ELANA SPIVACK
ARTS EDITOR

Is true love written in the stars? In their
shared drama thesis, Constellations, an intriguing dramatic comedy by British playwright
Nick Payne, seniors Amy Young and Gibson
Oakley explore this question and more.
Young plays sharp Marianne, a cosmologist who contrasts with Oakley’s sweet, sensitive Roland, a beekeeper. The play, directed by
Clara Mooney ’17, explores their relationship
from the perspective of quantum physics. Marianne broadly describes a theory crucial to the
play’s overall theme. She mentions that multiple
parallel universes exist, exploring every possible
choice one could make in a single moment.
The play conveys this idea with a series of
similar but slightly modified scenes. For example, the opening scene in which Marianne and
Roland meet occurs several times. Each time,
Marianne approaches Roland with the same
line. First, Roland says he has a girlfriend. The
second time, he’s married. Eventually, the audience sees the universe in which Roland is single,
and the flame ignites. The same scenario may
repeat itself several times, but Roland and Marianne’s choices to lie or tell the truth, to say yes or
no, differ throughout the play.
The real fun lies in these modifications.
Young and Oakley may reiterate a single situation, but they shine in each version. They tinker
with the nuances of each vignette. While Young

COURTESY OF EMMA BROWN

Seniors Gibson Oakley and Amy Young portray Roland and Marianne in Constellations.
is timid in one iteration, she’s flirty in the next.
Their apparent chemistry enhances each scene.
Young’s brash, foul-mouthed Marianne bulldozes Oakley’s Roland, but never without tension bouncing between the two.
Another pleasure is that the audience comes
to expect certain details, such as Oakley’s distinct and consistent vocal inflection on the
phrase “two left feet.” The quantum physics lens
modifies other aspects large and small. There’s

a sense of amusement when small elements
change slightly. In one conversation, Oakley
mentions somebody with terrible dandruff.
In the next version of the same conversation,
Young mentions somebody going bald. This
feeling of amusement turns to foreboding when
Young and Oakley start mentioning weightier
topics. On the subject of cancer, “phase 1” in one
version of a conversation becomes “phase 4” in
another.

The nuances don’t always come across to the
audience. It’s difficult to portray these changes
seamlessly. Sometimes the changes don’t translate, and the only modification seems to be the
words of the conversations.
The fun for the audience is to piece together
this non-chronological narrative that explores
multiple possibilities. Mooney demarcates the
repetition of a scene with a quick dimming of
the lights as Young and Gibson reset themselves. While this tactic makes sense as a break
in time, some transitions were so quick it was
difficult to register that the scene had even
changed. The quick transition was more of a
flicker than a blink.
Yet Mooney effectively milks all she has to
work with. The spartan set underscores Young
and Oakley’s body language, which is impossible to miss in scene iterations when Young has
her arms around Oakley, or when they’re an
arm’s-length apart.
This tender puzzle of a play is satisfying.
Oakley and Young commit to every moment,
and while not every mood comes across clearly,
the pair still draws from a broad palette of emotions.
Students and community members can see
Constellations at the Hill Theater on Friday and
Saturday night at 8 p.m. Tickets are available for
$2 for all community members at the Bolton Theater Box Office, which is open Monday through
Friday from 1-5 p.m., and can be reached at (740)
427-5546.
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SCOREBOARD
VOLLEYBALL

MEN’S SOCCER

OCT. 31

at

ALBION COLLEGE

ALBION, MICH.
W 3-0

vs

OBERLIN COLLEGE

GAMBIER, OHIO
W 1-0

NCAC foes no match for field hockey
All treats and no tricks for Ladies during Halloween weekend games
EVAN FRAZIER
STAFF WRITER

Halloween saw its share of
ghosts and things that go bump
in the night, but it was Kenyon’s
field hockey team that spent
the weekend terrifying its opponents.
On Saturday, the Ladies
traveled to North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) rival
Denison University (12-7, 10-4
NCAC) and dismantled the
Big Red with a 4-1 score. After
trailing at the half, Kenyon (162, 13-1 NCAC) exploded for
three goals in just over 10 minutes. Shannon Hart ’18 opened
the scoring for the Ladies with
a goal at the 38:35 mark, and
Maddie Breschi ’16 added a
goal of her own at 46:51. The
nail in Denison’s coffin was
Katelyn Hutchinson’s ’18 goal
in the 52nd minute, which
capped a furious Kenyon rally
and put the game on ice.
“Prior to this weekend, we
were having a bit of a lull, and
everyone was a bit unsure of
themselves,” Hutchinson said.
“The chemistry was a little off
between the midfield and the
forwards and our defense was
lacking communication. But
when we came out in the second half against Denison, everything just clicked.”
The Ladies returned home
on Sunday for their regularseason finale against Oberlin
College (1-18, 0-14), and celebrated Senior Day in style with

With just 44 seconds remaining in Saturday’s game
at Mavec Field, the College of
Wooster scored the go-ahead
touchdown against Kenyon,
beating the Lords 49-42.
After a pass from Wooster
(2-6, 2-5 NCAC) fell incomplete on third down, it looked
as if the Lords (2-6, 2-5 NCAC)
had stopped the Fighting Scots
on their first drive of the game.
A defensive pass interference
call gave Wooster an automatic
first down, however, keeping
the drive alive. Eight plays later,
the Fighting Scots drew first
blood with a 21-yard touchdown pass, giving Wooster an
early 7-0 lead.
Wooster’s lead was shortlived, as the Lords responded
on their next possession, to tie
the game at seven. With the

NOV. 4

vs

WITTENBERG UNIVERSITY

GAMBIER, OHIO
W 1-0

NOV. 4

at

DENISON UNIVERSITY

GRANVILLE, OHIO
L 1-0

THIS WEEK IN
KC ATHLETICS
Volleyball set to advance

JESS KUSHER | COLLEGIAN

Weezie Foster ’18 bustles down the field in the Ladies’ game against Oberlin on Sunday.
a 2-0 win against the Yeowomen. Kenyon got on the board
early, scoring the only two goals
of the game within the first six
minutes of action. The Ladies’
defense carried them the rest of
the way, allowing just two shots
on goal in the contest.
“These back-to-back wins
against Denison and Oberlin
were great for our team,” Christine Bloom ’16, who scored
her second goal of the season
against Oberlin on Sunday said.
“We had a hiccup when we lost
to DePauw, and we were a little
flustered. But this past weekend

was a chance for our team to
buckle down and prove to the
NCAC that we’re the top team
in the conference, and we did.”
The weekend victories
helped the Ladies clinch the
NCAC regular-season title for
the second year in a row.
“These wins mean a lot to
the team,” Head Coach Jacque
Demarco said. “They have
worked hard and put themselves in the best position for
the NCAC tournament.” The
Ladies enter the NCAC tournament as the number-one overall seed.

For seniors like Bloom, this
tournament is especially meaningful. “People are intimidated
to play us, and we have close to
a perfect season,” Bloom said.
“It feels great to be part of a
team that has evolved so much.”
Kenyon beat Wittenberg
University 1-0 at home on
Wednesday in the first round
of the NCAC tournament. The
Ladies play DePauw University
(14-4, 12-2 ) in the next round
on Saturday as they continue
towards their season-long goal
of repeating as NCAC champions.

Football drops game to Wooster
NOAH GURZENSKI
STAFF WRITER

WOMEN’S SOCCER

FIELD HOCKEY

NOV. 4

ball at Wooster’s 10-yard line,
Ian Bell ’18 took the direct snap
and followed his blockers down
the right side, muscling his way
into the end zone.
Following a Lords interception later in the half, Jake Bates
’16 completed a pass to Brian
Hunca ’17, who caught the ball
on a hitch route and dashed to
the Wooster one-yard line for a
49-yard gain. On the next play,
Blake Calcei ’16 took the ball
out of the wildcat and barreled
across the goal line for a 14-7
Kenton lead.
Wooster soon took the lead,
but Bates then led his team 65
yards downfield in just 32 seconds to tie the Scots at 21. Bates
racked up 297 passing yards
on the day with three passing
touchdowns to Hunca, who
picked up 210 receiving yards
in the loss.
Receiving the second-half
kickoff, the Lords regained the

lead on their opening drive of
the third quarter. Bringing the
ball to the Wooster one-yard
line, Calcei registered his second rushing touchdown of the
day to make the score 28-21.
Late in the third quarter,
Wooster quarterback Gary
Muntean threw a touchdown
from five yards out. Kenyon
quickly retook the lead as Bates
connected with Hunca for two
touchdowns to give Kenyon a
42-28 lead.
Wooster did not go down
easily, however, as the Fighting
Scots mounted a furious comeback, finding the end zone on
two consecutive possessions to
erase the two-touchdown deficit.
With the score 42-42 and
2:46 left on the clock, Wooster
recovered a fumble on the Kenyon 41-yard line. With a short
field ahead of them, the Fighting Scots scored to go ahead

49-42 on a Muntean touchdown.
With 38 seconds remaining the Lords were able to work
their way down to the Wooster
40-yard line, but the Wooster
defense batted down a lastsecond Hail Mary pass to seal
the victory.
Despite the narrow loss,
Head Coach Chris Monfiletto
said the Kenyon team has been
showing signs of progress as a
program. “I’m proud of where
we’re at right now; we’re improving every week,” Monfiletto said. “Despite the fact that
the record doesn’t really reflect
it, not only are we a better team
than we were last year, but we’re
a better team than we were last
week.”
Kenyon returns to action
Saturday at 10 a.m. to take on
Wittenberg University (6-2, 5-2
NCAC) on Senior Day at McBride Field.

For the first time in 25 years, Ladies volleyball finished its regular season with a winning record.
The Ladies were able to continue their strong play
through the end of the season, defeating opponents in
five of their last seven games. In their game on Oct. 29
against the Marietta College Pioneers (Marietta, Ohio,
9-18) key contributors included Delaney Swanson ’18,
who led the Ladies with seven kills, Rachael Thorson ’17,
who added 14 digs and Jensen Shubert ’18, who delivered a match-high 17 assists.
On Oct. 29, the Ladies came out on fire in their first
match of the weekend, jumping out to an 8-0 lead over
Marietta in the first set. The Ladies continued dominating, handily winning the set 25-8. They maintained their
strong play through the following two sets, winning
both 25-14.
It was a tale of two matches for the Ladies in Michigan over the weekend, though. In their first game on Saturday, Kenyon got swept by Saint Mary’s College (South
Bend, Ind.), losing each set by at least five points. Responding to the tough loss, the Ladies exploded against
Albion College (Albion, Mich.), winning in straight sets
and keeping their .500-plus record intact.
The Ladies are set to play DePauw University in
North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) tournament
play on Friday, with a shot at advancing to the NCAC
championship against nationally sixth-ranked Wittenberg University.
— Colin Ainsworth and Molly Rubin

Ladies soccer falls to Big Red
Following a 3-0 win in their final regular-season game
against Ohio Wesleyan (1-15-1) last week, the Ladies’ (117-1) attempt to repeat as North Coast Athletic Conference
(NCAC) champions came to an abrupt end last night as
they were dealt a 1-0 loss by rival Denison University (15-3)
on the Big Red’s home turf.
Despite beating the Big Red earlier in the season, the
Ladies came into the match as the third seed in the tournament, behind Denison. Their NCAC rival proved more
challenging the second time around.
The two teams traded possession and shots on goal
equally in the first period, but Denison lucked out. On a
penalty kick from the left side halfway between midfield
and the Ladies’ penalty box, 37 minutes into the game,
Denison defender Drew Wentze lofted a pass that teammate Meg Wozniak tapped into the net.
During the second period, goalkeeper Alyssa Poolpol
’16 made a few acrobatic saves, and on one possession defender Heather Pacheco ’18 prevented a shot attempt inside
the box on a Denison breakaway.
It was a tough match, and the Ladies had few attempts
to score. The Big Red effectively controlled ball possession in the second half and played some stout defense. The
spread between the teams’ shots on goal was in Denison’s
favor at 7-2.
Despite their title run ending, the Ladies managed
quite a few feats over the course of the season. Led by Head
Coach Kelly Bryan, the team made the NCAC tournament
and achieved a double-digit win total for the second year in
a row for the first time since the 2006 season. The defense,
along with Poolpol, had 10 shutouts. Poolpol also led the
NCAC in goals against average and save percentage.
Forward Maggie Smith ’17 tied for second in the conference in total goals with nine, and forward Gillian Blackwell
’18 was the NCAC Player of the Week two weeks in a row
in October.
— Rishi Choubey
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Sam Lagasse ’16, #512, and Nat Fox ’16, #508, lead a pack of Lords at the start of the NCAC championship race on Saturday. The Lords finished eighth out of nine teams.

Lagasse earns honor in XC meet; Lords, Ladies rank low
NOAH NASH
SPORTS EDITOR

The Lords finished eighth
out of nine teams and the Ladies came in sixth in a field of
eight teams at the 2015 North
Coast Athletic Conference
(NCAC) cross-country championship meet, hosted by Kenyon on Saturday.
Sam Lagasse ’16, running
the final conference meet
of his collegiate career, performed well enough to earn
Second Team All-Conference
honors, capping off an NCAC
career in which he has perpetually been one of the Lords’
fastest and most consistent
runners. Lagasse finished

“

The NCAC is very strong in cross-country, with the top four NCAC men’s and
women’s teams being nationally ranked or top five in the region.”
Duane Gomez, head coach

with a time of 25:49, coming in ninth out of 107 total
runners. Fellow Lords senior
Nat Fox ran a time of 26:55
for 32nd place, followed by
Geoffrey Carney-Knisely ’18,
who came in at 28:02 for 47th
place.
Allegheny College won the
men’s race with an overall
score of 42, with three runners finishing in the top 10.
Wabash and Oberlin Colleges finished second and
third with scores of 55 and
75, respectively. Oberlin se-

nior Geno Arthur topped the
field of runners in an even 25
minutes to finish as the fastest runner at the meet. Logan
Steiner of Allegheny College
crossed the line eight seconds
later to grab silver, beating out
Wabash’s Fabian House, who
finished third with an individual time of 25:20.
Like the Lords, the Ladies
also fell to the Allegheny Gators, who won the women’s
meet with a score of 51; the
Ladies earned a score of 133,
good for sixth place. Oberlin

and DePauw University finished second and third.
The Ladies were led, as they
have been all year, by Quinn
Harrigan ’19, who performed
well in her first collegiate
championship meet, finishing 14th out of 95 runners
with a time of 23:34. Harrigan finished just over a minute behind Sarah Fowler, a
junior from Ohio Wesleyan
University, who became the
NCAC champion with a time
of 22:32.
Despite the team’s low

overall finishes, Head Coach
Duane Gomez was pleased
with how the Lords and Ladies raced on Saturday.
“We were hoping for a little
higher places for both teams,
but we felt that we had good
overall performances,” Gomez said. “The NCAC is very
strong in cross-country, with
the top four NCAC men’s and
women’s teams being nationally ranked or top five in the
region.”
The Lords and Ladies next
run on Saturday, Nov. 14 at
the NCAA Great Lakes Regional, which will be held in
Terre Haute, Ind. at the LaVern Gibson Cross Country
Course.

Lords soccer rolls over Wabash, Oberlin to NCAC final
PETER DOLA
STAFF WRITER

Lords soccer capped off their
regular season with a 2-1 overtime
win against Wabash College on
Saturday afternoon (Crawfordsville, Ind.). Kenyon’s 15th game
of the year, the victory earned the
team its first North Coast Athletic
Conference (NCAC) regular-season championship since 2007.
The game got off to a slow
start offensively, with both teams
adopting a defensive approach for
the first 30 minutes of the game.
Kenyon’s defense gave the ball up
at 36:37 and Wabash’s Nikola Kajmakoski volleyed it past keeper
Sam Clougher ’17 into the back of
the net, putting Wabash up 1-0.
This lead was short-lived, though,
as Dalton Eudy ’17 found forward

Woo Jeon ’18 stationed at the top
of the box less than a minute later. Upon receiving the ball, Jeon
curved it past the Little Giants’
keeper and into the bottom-lefthand corner of the net, tying the
game.
The Lords kept up the intensity in the second half, firing off 11
shots, four of which were on target;
none found the back of the net.
With both teams failing to score
again, the Lords were forced into
their second overtime of the year.
In overtime, Jeremiah Barnes
’16 played hero for the Lords, scoring in the 103rd minute of the
game. Wabash was called for a
handball in the box, leading to a
penalty kick, which Barnes took.
Barnes powered the ball past the
keeper and into the corner of the
net, ending the game 2-1 and giv-

“

The goal is to defend our conference title and win conference here in Gambier. In
terms of the NCAA, obviously, the ultimate goal is to make final four and win.”
Jeremiah Barnes ’16

ing Kenyon its first regular-season
NCAC title in eight years.
“We were happy that we had
won,” Barnes said. “We knew the
overall performance was not good
enough and that we would need to
perform better the rest of the season.”
After the win, Kenyon quickly shifted its focus to its NCAC
semifinal against Oberlin College
Wednesday afternoon.
Kenyon dominated the first
half, outshooting Oberlin nine
to four and holding possession
the majority of the time. Forward

Tony Amolo ’17 scored early in
the first half after trapping a loose
ball off a corner and tucking it into
the bottom-left-hand corner of the
goal, putting the Lords up one just
14 minutes into the game. Amolo’s
goal ended up being the game’s
lone score. Oberlin did apply some
pressure in the first half, firing off
four shots and forcing Clougher
to make several saves. The defense
stepped up in the second half, preventing any more shots on target and finishing the game with
a shutout and a bid to the NCAC
finals.

The Lords have their sights set
high for the upcoming games.
“The goal is to defend our conference title and win conference
here in Gambier,” Barnes said.
“In terms of the NCAA [National
Collegiate Athletic Association],
obviously, the ultimate goal is to
make final four and win. However, we are focusing on taking each
game as is.”
On Saturday, he Lords will
host rival Ohio Wesleyan University (15-3-2) in the NCAC finals
on Mavec Field as they look to
capture the tournament title.

